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Kofi Taha
As part of MIT’s D-Lab, Kofi Taha has developed and supported asset-based approaches to community-
driven livelihood and quality-of-life technology design, mostly in subsistence farming communities where 
people on average earn less than $3 a day. He has facilitated village-level design-thinking trainings in Uganda, 
Mongolia and Haiti; worked with the Peace Corps to create appropriate technology centers in Zambia; helped 
interdisciplinary teams commercialize social impact products; provided support to local innovation centers in 
Brazil, Colombia, India and Tanzania; and, through management of a $15 million USAID project, helped build 
a global community of 1000+  innovators, entrepreneurs, researchers and ecosystem builders focused on 
addressing the conditions of poverty. Kofi has pursued similar work in after school programs in Mississippi 
and Massachusetts that focus on making design and educational resources accessible to geographically and 
economically isolated communities. Regardless of context or whether technology is a focus, what drives his 
work is a simple commitment to confronting legacies of exclusion through inclusive practices that lead to 
practical solutions and equitable opportunities.

keynotes

Ron Snyder
Ron is a Solutions Architect for Cisco Tactical Operations, a dedicated crisis response team that establishes 
emergency networks in the aftermath of a disaster.  A member of TacOps since May 2013, he is responsible for 
leading the strategy and technical direction of the team’s network infrastructure and deployable communications 
solutions. Ron deploys and supports mobile communication platforms such as the Network Emergency 
Response Vehicle, a.k.a. the NERV, and portable kits such as the Rapid Response Kits and Mesh Response Kits. 
He has deployed to provide communications support in more than 40 sites during the 2017 Hurricane Maria 
response in Puerto Rico, and in 2015 provided connectivity along the migrant route during European Refugee 
Crisis in Slovenia. Ron was also part of the 2015 Cyclone Pam response team that assisted in re-establishing 
communications supporting government CIO operations in Vanuatu, and deployed in 2013 to the Philippines for 
the Super Typhoon Haiyan response, installing satellite terminals and networks that supported local government 
relief efforts in Guiuan and Borongan.

Reception
Please join us for a reception on the evening of October 18, 2018!
Network with Conference attendees and Silicon Valley Professionals at this special event hosted by IEEE Santa Clara Valley Young 
Professionals. Prepare to grab a drink, meet with talents across the globe, and plot to make the world a better place.

Date: October 18, 2018
Time: 6:30PM – 10PM

MIT D-Lab
designing for a more equitable world

Ben Wilson
Ben Wilson is the director of the Center for Intelligent Devices at Intellectual Ventures Laboratory. His projects 
focus on optical devices and machine learning for image and spectral interpretation. Ben received a Ph.D. 
in Electrical Engineering from the University of Washington. He has previously held research positions at the 
University of Washington and Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.
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Location
GHTC 2018 will be held at the DoubleTree By Hilton San Jose 
located at 2050 Gateway Place San Jose, CA, USA 95110.

In the heart of Silicon Valley in vibrant San Jose, DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel San Jose is less than a half-mile from San Jose International 
Airport and 45 minutes from San Francisco International Airport 
(SFO). This location is just one hour south of San Francisco and 
north of Monterey/Carmel. Take the complimentary hotel shuttle to 
and from the airport, and check your flight status or print boarding 
passes in the hotel lobby.

Room Rate: $182

Registration Type
Registration Through 

10/17/2018
On-site Registration

IEEE Member $750.00 $800.00

IEEE Life Member $400.00 $400.00

IEEE Student/IEEE 
Graduate Student

$400.00 $400.00

Non-member $900.00 $950.00

Non-member Student/
Non-member Graduate 
Student

$500.00 $500.00

Registration

Conference chair
Ed Perkins

REGISTRATION
Scan QR Code

Santa Clara Valley Section

Region

6


